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POLITICS OF MEXICO

Instructor: Professor Paul Haber
Paul.Haber@umontana.edu
Political Science Department, course #327
Autumn 2021
Meets Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00 – 3:20 in LA 102
Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 11:00 – 12:30 and happily by appointment
Required text (available at the University Bookstore and elsewhere)
Emily Edmonds-Poli and David Shirk. Contemporary Mexican Politics. Fourth Edition. Rowman & Littlefield,
2020.
This is a class on contemporary Mexico. The book by Edmonds-Poli & Shirk along with class lectures and
discussion is designed to provide everyone introduction to contemporary Mexican politics in historical
perspective. We will then use the remainder of our time to delve deeper into a series of important questions and
topics regarding contemporary Mexico.
Students are required to come to each class having done all the required homework assigned for that day.
Students should expect to answer questions from the instructor related to this homework and to bring questions
and comments of your own. I am almost always happy to discuss current events in class, with the exception of
those days that we just have too much material to get through. So, please bring your questions and comments
based on what you learn about what is happening in Mexico and between Mexico and other countries, including
but not limited to, the United States. If you know you are going to be bringing something to class, it will help if
you give me a heads up, that way I can prepare. Here are a couple of news sources in English
https://www.americasquarterly.org/?s=Mexico contains a long list of relatively short articles on current affairs in
Mexico. https://mexicotoday.com/ contains generally conservative commentary on Mexican politics and
economics in English, put out by Reforma, one of Mexico City’s major dailies. https://www.americas.org/
covers the Americas, with a focus on Mexico, from the left. La Jornada, a major Mexico City Daily with
regional papers in seven states, can be translated through google translate right on its webpage
https://www.jornada.com.mx/ The same goes for the weekly Proceso https://www.proceso.com.mx/
and other major zines, including Nexos at https://nexos.com.mx/
Grades
There will be a default grade calculation method. There is also the opportunity for students to propose
alternatives to the default grade calculation method. That is, if you want to propose another way for me to
calculate your grade, you are welcome to propose it to me. I might not go along with your idea, but I can
promise to give serious consideration to any serious proposal.
Default Grading Scheme: There will be three quizzes/exams (which is to say, something in between a quiz and
an exam) during the first three parts of the class. This will count for ½ your grade. There will also be an
additional project or final exam that covers the material in the rest of the class (we will together arrive at what
form this project or exam will take). Importantly, students will be able to improve their grade by making
contributions to class discussion. This includes active participation in class and also taking on additional
research and presenting findings in class. Students will be allowed to lower their grade by excessive
unexplained absences and/or not being prepared to answer direct questions from me in class.
Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of the course students will:
1. have an enhanced knowledge of contemporary Mexican political history
2. have an enhanced knowledge of current political issues in Mexico and of U.S. - Mexican relations
3. have made progress in their analytical skills, as evidenced in writing and speaking assignments.
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Reading Assignments and Exam Schedule (subject to change)
Part I: Mexican Political Development
August 31 Introduction to the course. Read the Preface, Introduction, and check out the map (don’t forget about the
map) all located in the first pages of Edmonds-Poli and Shirk.
September 2 Chapter 1 [pages 7-28] Mexico’s historical foundations
September 7 Chapter 2-3 [31-69] Revolution and it’s legacy/1940-68 Post-Revolutionary politics
September 9 Chapters 4-5 [71-105] Mexico’s (extremely long democratic transition)/2000-present
September 14 Exam 1
Part II: Political Institutions, Culture, and Society
September 16 Chapter 6 [109-127] Government structure and processes
September 21 Chapter 7 [129-155] Political parties
September 23 Chapter 8 [157-173] Political culture
September 28 Chapter 9 [175-197] Civil society
September 30 Exam 2
Part III Key Political Issues
October 5
Chapter 10 [203-226] Political Economy
October 7
Chapter 11 [229-253] Poverty, inequality, and social welfare
October 12
Chapter 12 [255-278] Rule of law
October 14
Chapter 13 Mexico on the World Stage and Conclusion [281-317]
https://www.americasquarterly.org/article/mexicos-quiet-return-to-diplomatic-leadership/
A short article on Mexico’s return to regional leadership.
https://www.americasquarterly.org/article/mexico-china-the-us-a-changing-dynamic/
A short article on China/Mexico/US relations
October 19
Exam 3
Part IV AMLO
October 21 Setting a context for AMLO’s victory
Brian Hanrahan and Paulina Aroch Fugellie, REFLECTIONS ON THE TRANSFORMATION IN MEXICO Journal of
Latin American Cultural Studies, 2019 Vol. 28, No. 1, 113–137.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13569325.2019.1608517?needAccess=true
October 26 AMLO at 2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rA1Q1YNjTjs
On December 4, 2020, US-Mexico Center at UCSD hosted an hour and half webinar entitled AMLO at 2 – assessing
AMLO after two years in office. Four speakers evaluated how President López Obrador’s Administration performed on
the country’s most pressing issues: violence and crime, poverty and social programs, democratic consolidation, and
health policy. The comments on speakers are from Haber.
• Mary Beth Sheridan – Correspondent, The Washington Post
She is good, with focus very much on security related issues. She has spent a long time in Mexico, with this being her second
tour. More from her can be found on Washington Post website: https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/mary-beth-sheridan/
• Gonzalo Hernández Licona – Director, Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network (MPPN). This guy is extremely
knowledgeable regarding anti-poverty programs.
• Luis Carlos Ugalde – Executive Director, Integralia Consultores
This guy is extremely knowledgeable regarding Mexican politics. His consulting group has a web site with a number of
interesting reports, including one published on December 1, 2020, entitled AMLO at 2. Most of it is in Spanish. Here is the
website. https://integralia.com.mx/web/index.php/publicaciones/
• Carlos Magis – Professor, School of Medicine, UNAM
This guy is very knowledgeable regarding public health matters in Mexico.

3

October 28 https://www.americasquarterly.org/article/amlos-broken-campaign-promise-demilitarizing-mexico/
Short article on AMLO increasing not reducing role of the military
Mexico’s Referendum on Former Presidents: Results and Implications
Panelists: Blanca Heredia, Professor, CIDE, Kate Bruhn, Professor and Chair, Political Science, UC Santa Barbara and
Javier Tello, Mexican Analyst and Fellow, USMEX. Aug 4, 2021 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sjd8_g1SInk
November 2 Eight page policy brief critical of AMLO’s electric energy reform.
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/uploads/documents/The%20undoing%20of%20Mexico%E2%80
%99s%20competitive%20liberalization.pdf
Short piece from Inter-American Dialog, critical of AMLO’s failure to make good on his promises to end impunity. The
paper has a bunch of live links
https://www.thedialogue.org/blogs/2020/06/amlo-falters-on-his-commitment-to-combat-impunity/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDdTgCMzLRM
One hour webinar on mid-term elections
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2021/mexico-midterm-election-candidateskilled/?itid=ap_marybeth%20sheridan&itid=lk_interstitial_manual_32
Supplemental materials:
CATO policy brief on AMLO and the 4th Transformation. A critique of AMLO from the right. I have a copy in folder
and can send out.
The Immovable AMLO by Humberto Beck, Carlos Bravo Regidor, and Patrick Iber
Dissent Volume 68, Number 2, Spring 2021. A critique of AMLO from the left. I have a copy in folder and can send
out.
Part V Law and Order
Organized Crime and Violence in Mexico
https://justiceinmexico.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/OCVM-2020.pdf
November 4: Introduction to Organized Crime and Violence in Mexico, pp. 1-44
November 9: Analysis and Policy Considerations, pp. 45-66
Supplemental materials:
Mexico declares $3 billion U.S. security deal ‘dead,’ seeks revamp by Mary Beth Sheridan and Kevin Sieff
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/07/29/mexico-merida-initiative-violence/
An article, with links, from Inter-American Dialog, on crime in Latin America. Mexico is discussed in broader regional
context https://www.thedialogue.org/analysis/the-pandemic-is-disrupting-organized-crime-but-not-necessarily-for-thebetter/
November 11: Veteran’s Day, no classes
November 16: Local militias
https://www.mintpressnews.com/cheran-mexicos-indigenous-community-that-rebelled-against-narcos-thieves-andpoliticians-and-won/240979/ About Cheran, Michoacán.
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/11/27/a-mexican-town-wages-its-own-war-on-drugs
About organizing a local militia in Guerrero.
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Part VI EZLN Zapatistas
November 18 Neil Harvey, “Practicing autonomy: Zapatismo and decolonial liberation” in Latin American & Caribbean
Ethnic Studies, Volume 11, Issue 1, 2016. Available at Mansfield Library. I have also posted it on Moodle. Also,
suggested if you have access to Netflix, is the first half of the second episode of the film series called 1994.
Part VII U.S.-Mexico Relations, with an emphasis on migration to the United States
November 23 Introduction to the migration issue. PowerPoint presentation by Paul Haber. Please watch this video on
your own before class: https://www.thedialogue.org/analysis/northern-triangle-the-origins-of-americas-migrant-crisis/
November 25 is Thanksgiving, no classes
November 30 https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/winning-bet-usmca-one-year
14 page document supportive of USMCA
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/uploads/documents/Increasing%20Opportunities%20to%20Addre
ss%20Migration%20in%20North%20America.pdf
10 page policy brief on possible North American cooperation on immigration.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/world/americas/mexico-lawsuit-guncompanies.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
Mexico sues US gun manufacturers.
https://harpers.org/archive/2021/08/home-country-latino-latinx-hispanic-hispano-united-states/ This is an
interesting article, in the tradition of investigative journalism/ethnography about Latinos in the US. It is based on the
author’s travels to many locations in the United States and the conversations he had with a wide variety of Latino people
from a variety of Latin American countries with a variety of political views, including many supporters of Donald Trump.
The article is in a word document in the Mexico 2021 folder.
Supplemental materials on migration:
Opinion | Who Has the Cure for America’s Declining Birthrate? Canada.
Interesting proposal on federalizing US immigration policy
https://www.dukeupress.edu/Assets/PubMaterials/978-1-4780-0693-0_601.pdf
This link takes you to an excerpt from a book about the border culture that exists along the U.S./Mexico border with a focus on
the wall.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/27/fact-sheet-the-biden-administration-blueprint-for-afair-orderly-and-humane-immigration-system/
https://theintercept.com/collections/the-war-on-immigrants/
This page collects many of the Intercept’s immigrant coverage.
Julia Preston, Deportation Nation. New York Review of Books. September 15, 2020 issue.
Available at Mansfield Library.
Francisco Cantú, The Lie of American Asylum. New York Review of Books. November 5, 2020 issue. Available at Mansfield
Library.
US Moral Panics, Mexican Politics, and the Borderlands. Origins of the War on Drugs, 1950–62
By Benjamin T. Smith and Wil G. Pansters. Journal of Contemporary History, 2020-04, Vol.55 (2), pp.364-387.
Immigration Nation. Documentary released on Netflix. Six episodes, approximately one hour each.
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Inter-American Dialog’s 14 page report on remittances in the age of Covid. I have a rap sheet and also the report itself
downloaded into this folder and am happy to send it out to anyone interested.
Note from PH: at this point, we will have two weeks left and four class meetings. How to use? To be determined by
all of us.

This is a list of possibilities that occur to me. I am very interested in receiving additional ideas/candidates from students,
so please communicate them to me as they occur to you!
Topic: Changes in Mexico’s corporatist structure since the transition to democracy often cited to have occurred as a
result of the 2000 election.
Reading: After Regime Change: Corporatist Organisations and Political Parties in Mexico
Ana Isabel López García The Latin Americanist, Volume 61, Number 3, September 2017, pp. 309-332
I have a pdf copy of the article in my folder.
Topic: Mexico and the United States Relations
Readings: https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/uploads/documents/ReBuilding%20a%20Complex%20Partnership_The%20Outlook%20for%20U.S.Mexico%20Relations%20under%20the%20Biden%20Administration.pdf
U.S.-Mexico Relations in the Biden/Lopez Obrador Era. 120 pages.
https://usmex.ucsd.edu/us-mexico-forum/index.html
50 pages.
Both these reports are broad reviews of a suite of key issues facing the bilateral relationship with suggestions on how to
best proceed.
Topic: More on AMLO from both supporters and detractors.
Reading: I have a 16 page word document with three separate articles from Zepeda, Patterson, and Castañeda
that could be combined with additional sources.
Topic: More in migration
Readings: Too many to list here. But I will add one here. I have long been interested in how Mexicans living in the
United States maintain important relationships to the Mexican communities from which they come. There is a new book
out, available open access (free of charge): Lauren Duquette-Rury, Exist and Voice: The Paradox of Cross-Border
Politics in Mexico. University of California Press, 2020.
Topic: Scholarship on Mexico from the Left.
Readings: Latin American Perspectives has recently put out two issues on Mexico (in 2020 and 2021). I could select,
with suggestions from any of you included, some number of these articles for us.
Adam David Morton, Revolution and the State in Modern Mexico: The Political Economy of Uneven Development.
Rowman and Littlefield, 2013.
So, to be determined:
December 2
December 7
December 9

